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XXX: 30 Porn-Star Portraits, the new book of photographic portraits by Timothy Greenfield-
Sanders, will be available in the USA on October 1st (you can pre-order it now on Amazon), but 
it has already been talked about for months.  The book is a collection of 30 famous American 
porn stars, shown in two different photos, which face each other and where the subject is shown 
both clothed and naked. Everything else is absolutely identical as regards to proportions, pose, 
expressions and the colors in the monochrome backgrounds.
 
Greenfield-Sanders invited intellectuals known both in and outside the USA to write on the 
theme of pornography, including Gore Vidal (who wrote the introduction), Nancy Friday, JT 
Leroy, John Malkovich, Lou Reed, Salman Rushdie and John Waters among others.  The 
publishers also are first rate:  Bulfinch Press, a division of Time Warner which also publishes 
monographs by Ansel Adams, Henri Cartier-Bresson, David LaChapelle and Brassai.
 
Well then, if the photos are not rude, if the writers are well known and respected, and if the 
publishers are prestigious, what is it that makes this book such an event?  It is that pornography is 
treated with the rigor usually reserved for more serious subjects and that its characters are seen as 
icons of the present day, equal to those from the worlds of cinema, rock music, sport, politics or 
industry.
 
XXX (which in Roman numerals represents the number of people photographed) also means X-
rated, which in Italy is equivalent to the red dot shown on TV programs not suitable for minors, 
the same as a "red light" area.
 
Thus a short circuit is created between the title and the contents which,  as in the best conceptual 
works, opens up a series of question as to why the opinions of cultured people and portraits 
which are striking due to the proud self-possession of the subjects should be considered s a "red 
light" subject.
 
But XXX is above all an art book, and it is no co-incidence that the photos it contains are 
to be exhibited starting on October 30th, 2004, and the major part of them in gigantic format, at 
the Mary Boone Gallery, one of the undisputed New York temples of avant-garde art.  It should 
be remembered that since the end of the 70's, Greenfield-Sanders has portrayed with 
enlightenment, people whom he considers as representative of the spirit of
the times.  These portraits form his own personal version of a 17th century encyclopedia,
a catalogue which due to its aesthetic values and quality is aimed more at the walls of
art galleries than the files of a CD-ROM.  This is why Greenfield-Sanders, in this
catalogue of sex icons, has chosen to represent various types:  blonde, brunette, gay, straight, 
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lesbian, bisexual, heterosexual, black, Asians etc.
 
Greenfield-Sanders has been much talked about as the photographer of celebrities,
and in fact has immortalized thousands, be they Presidents of the United States,
painters, rock stars, actors or others.  This description, however, is restrictive because
Greenfield-Sanders has always admired above all intellect and talent in people. Up until now he 
had never been interested in their sexuality:  this is why he had never taken any nude 
photographs.  His decision to start this project over two years ago was motivated by his 
realization that these were talented people who used their bodies and their sexuality to make 
themselves both rich and famous.
 
Like all his portraits, the ones of the porn stars were also taken in a studio setting, with
just one simple strobe light, arranged to feel like the natural light of the sun, The portraits were 
shot against a monochromatic background and lack any details which would contribute a 
narrative element to the image.  In addition, each photograph is pre-conceived to a great extent 
long before the actual click of the shutter; Greenfield-Sanders takes only a few sheets of film of 
each subject on his large format 8x10 camera.  The results are extraordinary:  these portraits of 
porn stars not only capture the power these
people hold over the public, but also by their vulnerability.  XXX is a monumental book and will 
fast become a collector's item.
 
                                                                                   Demetrio Paparoni
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